motels read, “NO VACANCY." We can all relate to this. it is
understandable, then, why \ ga W I there was “no room in the
inn.” Also it is understandable H - that the inn keeper was not
aware of whom he had turned HEEESNSREENN 2way when he had to say to
Joseph and Mary, “Sorry, no vacancy.” Had he known that Mary was to give
birth to the Savior of the world, | feel quite sure that he would have made avail-
able the very best of accommodations.

But the real reason is not why some uninformed Inn keeper of 2,000 years
ago had "no room in the inn.” The burning question is, why Is it that so many
informed people, 2,000 years later, continue to deny the Savior of the world
room in their hearts?

Permit me to suggest a few reasons:

(1) Many are trusting in their own goodness (Romans 10:1-3). Like those
of whom the apostle Paul writes, there are many who are ignorant of God's right-
eousness and seek fo establish a righteousness of their own. They believe that
their own moral excellence (according to their standards), is going to save them,;
therefore, they have no room in their hearts for Jesus.

(2) Many are trusting in their own sufficiency but Paul says that “our suffi-
ciency Is from God.” (2 Corinthians 3:5). So long as a man trusts in his own suffi-
ciency, there will be no room for the Lord in his heart,

(3) Some trust in their own wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:22-23), but like self-
sufficiency, wisdom, when it comes from man, cannot give man that which he
has need of. Those who trust in the wisdom of men have no room for Jesus in
their hearts.

(4) Some refuse room for Jesus because of their love for the world (2
Timothy 3:4; 4:10). Many are the lives that are overcrowded with the wrong
things. These lives are cluttered with "stuff” rather than being filled with things
spiritual. These people have made no room for Jesus in their hearts.

How about you? Do you have room for Jesus?

| think it would be safe to assume, pased upon verses 1 ana s o1 our
text, that there was a great influx of people into the city at that time.
Just visualize a convention in some small town where all the
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ner baskets: calr'roitﬁrgrlilrna bear?sz cranberry sauce, coffee, hot choco-
late. Please do what you can to help those in need.

ANNIVERSARY: Jack & Margaret Board will celebrate their 48th wed-
ding anniversary (1961) on Tuesday, Dec. 29th. Their address: 2322
Ranch Road, Decorah, IA 52101.

SURGERY SCHEDULED: Mike Harris will have knee surgery, Tues-
day, Dec. 29th.

NEW YEAR’S FELLOWSHIP: Wednesday, Dec. 30th after our
Wednesday evening service. Bring any of the following: sandwiches,
snacks, finger foods, desserts and soft drinks. This will be at this time
instead of our regular New Year's Eve gathering. Come and enjoy
the evening in Christian fellowship.

REMEMBER WHEN?: December 30, 1974 a new 15 minute Bible radio
program began over WOHI (East Liverpool) co-sponsored by the
Chester and East Liverpool congregations.

THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS: City Hospital: Betty Carlin. At
Home: Holly Phares, Stan Williams, Bob Cyphers, Leo Cameron,
Michelle Hanlon, Linda Parkes, Janet Malcomson, Harry Nice, Vir-
ginia Rickerd, Crystal Baker, Navella Howard. In Iowa: Jack Board.
Check the bulletin board for others who are shut in,
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Today is the first Lord’s day of our work together in the \.

Lord’s cause here at Chester. It is indeed a pleasure to have |

the opportunity to work with you Brethren. We pray that our <

time together will be long and profitable. We solicit your !

cooperation and your prayers. I am willing to do anything that 4

I can that will help you and that will help the church to grow.

God being our helper, we will accomplish a great deal of

good. I express this confidence because I believe that we can ‘

do all things through Christ. (Phil. 4:13) May God richly bless |

our labors together.
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