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Things We Know

The events of our lives can be
summed up by one word: uncertain.
Terror seems to continually strike, we
have political fears, our lives change
daily, and sometimes we just do not
know what is coming next. The phrase
“we know” is used numerous times in
1 John and this can give us comfort.
Here are ten things that we can lmow:

‘We know some things about God:

e We know that we can know Him (1
John 2:3).

e We know that love is perfected in
Him (1 John 2:5).

e We know that He loves us (1 John
4:16).

¢ We know that Christ came to take
away our sins (1 John 3:5).

e We know that He hears the prayers
of the faithful (1 John 5:14-15).

We know some things about life and

bow it should be lived:

¢ We know that we are supposed to
love each other (1 John 3:14).

e We know that we should be filled
with truth (1 John 3:19).

e We know what love means (1 John
5:2).

o We know there is a difference be-
tween us and the world (1 John
5:19).

e We know that God’s children do
not make sin a way of life (1 John
5:18).

When we begin to search for things
that we do know, we realize that we
know that God is Good! Uncertainty?
Yes, there is plenty of that right now,
but we do know that God gives us
assurance. - Jonathan Burns

- East Hill Church of Christ, Pulaski, TN -

The Laughter of God

By Travis Quertermous

We often think of laughter as a good
thing, something we do when we are
happy. For years, Reader’s Digest has
had a popular feature called,
“Laughter, The Best Medicine.” And the
Bible agrees with that In Proverbs
17:22, we read, “A merry spirit does
good, like a medicine, but a broken
spirit dries the bones.”

But when God laughs, it is definite-
ly not a good thing! Laughter can also
be a sign of disdain and contempt, and
so it is with God’s laughter. It is an
expression of His wrath against im-
penitent sinners who have broken His
holy laws. Every time the Bible men-
tions God laughing, someone is in
trouble! For example, in Psalm 37:12-
13, King David wrote, “The wicked
plots against the just, and gnashes at
him with his teeth. The Lord laughs at
him, for He sees that his day is com-

b ”

ing.

The day of which David spoke was
any day in which God in His provi-
dence brings judgment upon the wick-
ed. Of course, the ultimate day of
reckoning will be the Judgment Day.
When that day comes, will God laugh
at you for your folly in not obeying
His word? Or will He say, “Well done,
good and faithful servant. Enter into
the joy of your lord” (Matthew 25:21)?
- The Reminder, Dexter Church of Christ,

Dexter, MO -

Preparing for etemity,
Awaiting all things new,
Anticipating life with Christ
Should always be our view.
-Sper-
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[ News Notes |

CARE & SHARE BEARS: Each Tuesday at 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. All ladies
are invited to participate. Sewing skills are not necessary as there are
other tasks that need to be done. Come and help if you can.

PANTRY: Chicken noodle soup.

SICK & SHUT-IN: City Hospital: Gary Evans. At Home: Ed Wiers-
bicki, John Sprout, Peggy Linger, Randy Beagle, Bob McMahan,
Scharlotte Jones, Dean Spencer, Harry Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara
DeLong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro Walker. Fox-Chester: Janice
Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere: Carolyn Carbone, 98 Orange
Blossom Lane, Ranson, WV 25438. Herman McHan, 7401 Elmwood
Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432.

L Doubt sees the obstacles — faith sees the way.

What is True Love?

“Love” is one of the most loosely-used words in the English
language. This creates a lot of confusion about what true love
really is. In 1 Corinthians 13:8, the apostle Paul said, “Love
never fails.” Yet many times couples will say they have fallen
out of love with one another. Such an attitude shows that they
never really understood how God defines love.

Most people think of love as a strong, warm feeling of affec-
tion for someone or something. Certainly there is an emotional
aspect to love. Between spouses, there are even romantic feel-
ings. But in the Bible, love is not just something one feels, it is
a decision of the will to help others even if one must sacrifice of
oneself to do so. That’s how God and Christ love us and that’s
how we should love others. In 1 John 3:16-18, we read, “By this
we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has
this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up
his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My
little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed
and in truth.” In Scripture, love is a verb. It is shown in how we
live and in how we treat others (1 Cor. 13:4-8).

So it is not enough just to say, “I love you” (although we cer-
tainly should say that to our loved ones). We must back those
words up with genuine, loving actions. When we consistently
treat others with kindness, respect, and love, the right feelings
will naturally follow. Let us resolve to be truly loving people.

Travis L. Quertermous, Dexter church of Christ, Dexter, MO



