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THE YEAR AHEAD
“For who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?” (Eccl. 6:12).

An issue of Time magazine almost thirty years ago gave examples of men who
tried to do what man cannot do—predict the future. Here are some of these
predictions made in the 1900’s as listed in Time, Fall, 1992:

® Henry Adams, considered to be one of America’s foremost thinkers, said in
1903, “My figures coincide in setting 1950 as the year that the world must
smash.”

® I[n 1901, two years before Kitty Hawk, Wilbur Wright told his brother Or-
ville that man would not fly for another 50 years.

@ Not long before the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Admiral Wil-
liam Leary told Harry Truman, “This is the biggest fool thing we have ever
done...the bomb will never go off.”

@ Some even claimed that scientists would create machines that would be
able to read our minds!

Here we are years later feeling the same curiosity and anxiety about the fu-
ture. This time, however, the uncertainty is more far-reaching. Our world has
changed dramatically. The year 2020 was like an earthquake and every month
since has been like an aftershock. Our laws, our economy, our population and
our entire culture is changing so rapidly that it is hard to make plans for any-
thing, g

There is only one way to have peace and clarity in a world that has been
turned upside down: hold to God’s unchanging hand and trust in His all-seeing
eye. Remember that the Lord said, “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end
from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done” (Isa. 46:9-10).
God has always known everything in the future. Nothing surprises Him. He saw
the Civil War, the Great Depression and COVID coming long before they broke
into history. He knows every detail of the results of each crisis and works all
things for the good of His people (Rom 8:28). We will never be able to see what
God sees, but that should not keep us from trusting that He does.

The Bible teaches us not to brag about the future or worry about it. Solomon
said, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Prov.
27:1). Jesus said, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matt. 6:34). We need faith in
these turbulent times to keep us from going to either extreme.

The great book of Ecclesiastes gives us wisdom we cannot find anywhere else.
It tells us, “That which has been is what will be, that which is done is what will be done, and
there is nothing new under the sun” (Eccl. 1.9). It reminds us of the cycles and phases
of life: “To everything there is as season, a time for every purpose under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1).
One of the best things Christians can do these days is turn off the television,
leave social media alone, read the book of Ecclesiastes, and perhaps sing the cho-
rus, of “God Holds the Future in His Hands.”

Kemry Duke, West End church of Christ, Livingston, TN (via Bulletin Digest)
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[ News & Notes )

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: Sunday: Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.; Worship,
10:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. Wednesday: Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.

FACE COVERINGS REQUIRED: By request of our Elders, for EVERY-
ONE in ALL of our assemblies regardless of where seated.

MEN'’S BIBLE STUDY: Each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

PANTRY: Noodles and fruit.

PICTURE GALLERY OF PAST MEMBERS: Submit pictures (black and
white or color) to David Malcomson.

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: Lori Rowan (John Sprout’s niece) has Stage
4 lung cancer.

SICK & SHUT-IN: AT HOME: Linda Wiersbicki, Derek Thompson &
family, Tim Adkins, Bob Riley, Jim Hadley, Barb DeLong, David
McCoy, Marlene Evans, Russell Martin, Claudette Miller, 362 Arroyo
Village Road, New Cumberland, WV 26047, Jean Varrato (Jason
Wright's aunt), 5395 Ottawa Road, Lima, OH 45805, Emma Rine,
Rick Beck. IN FLORIDA: llene Rayl.

WHEN IT SEEMS ALL IS LOST

When it seems all is lost...
remember that the Creator sees us
(Job 34:21; Psalm 33:13-15; Heb. 4:13).

When it seems all is lost...
remember that this world is not all that there is
(Job 1:6; 2:1; 16:19; Rev. 21:3-4; Matt. 25:46).
When it seems all is lost...
remember that our Redeemer lives
(Job 19:25; Heb. 7:25; Rev. 1:17-18)!

Bart Warren,
South Green Street church of Christ, Glasgow, KY (via Bulletin Digest)

[ We will never be able to see what God sees, but hold to His unchanging hand. ]

In Search of the Lord's Way
Area Program Schedule
6:00 a.m. ... Fox 9 (Comcast 808)

SUNDAYS 4 7:30am...CW6
10:30 a.m. ... TV9 {Comcast 809)




