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‘What Builds A Strong Church?

There are two divine institutions - the home and the church. A third
institution exists with God's approval - government. God desires strong
homes and strong churches. Both are an honor to His name, Following
are some things that will contribute to building strong churches:

Prayer builds strong churches: When Peter was released from prison by
the angel of the Lord he went to a home where the church was gathered
for prayer. "So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of
Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were
gathered together praying." (Acts 12:12) Our work will never be bigger
than our prayers.

Friendliness builds strong churches: "Let brotherly love continue. Do not
forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly enter-
tained angels." (Hebrews 13:1-2.) People who aftend our assemblies
should be overwhelmed with kindness and friendliness. Brethren should
greet them with smiles, greeting and hand shakes in the parking lot, foy-
er, as they enter and leave the auditorium, and those that sit near them
should give them special attention. When visitors leave our assemblies
they should be glad they came to be a part of our church service.

Faithfulness builds strong churches: You may suffer for a little while, but
if you will remain faithful to God the church will be strong and you will
be blessed. "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suf-
fer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you
may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of life." (Revelation 2:10.) Those
willing to teach God’s word, those that work and serve with Christ-like
hearts build strong churches.

Liberality builds strong churches: The liberality spoken of here is liberali-
ty in giving, not in doctrine. Strong churches must be loyal to God's
word! Liberality in giving is a quality that builds strong churches. "He
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads,
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:8.)

Some members build the church. Others tear down what is built. Are
you a builder? "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might." (Ephesians 6:10) Salvation is available through the
precious blood of Jesus. Each person should obey the gospel of Jesus
Christ (Mark 16:15-16) and endure faithfully to the end. (Matthew 10:22)

- Charles Box, Walnut Street Church of Christ, Greenville, AL -

[ Take up the cross if thou the crown wouldst win. - Pautinus l
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[ News Notes ]

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: Linda Parkes, Becky McKitrick.

CARE & SHARE BEARS: Each Tuesday at 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. All ladies are
invited to participate.

CONVERT’S CLASS: Each Thursday at 11:00 a.m. Open to all.

PANTRY: Beets.

OUR SENIOR DAY: Saturday, April 5th. Fliers available in the foyer.

LADIES DAY: Saturday, April 26th, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the 36th
Street Church of Christ, Vienna, WV. Lesson Topic: “Begin Each Day
with God, Grace and Gratitude.” Refreshments and Brunch provided. Addi-
tional details on the bulletin board.

SICK: ALLEGHENY GENERAL HOSPITAL: Brian Haught (Skip’s broth-
er). At Home: Tracy Clutter, John Sprout, Randy Beagle, Linda Parkes,
Becky McKitrick, Peggy Linger, Bob McMahan, Scharlotte Jones, Dean
Spencer, Harry Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara Del.ong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl
Renfro Walker. Fox-Chester: Janice Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere:
Carolyn Carbone, 98 Orange Blossom Lane, Ranson, WV 25438, Herman
McHan, 7401 Elmwood Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432. In Afghanistan area: Mi-
chael Heath, son-in-law of Mike & Marcie Martin,

GOSPEL MEETINGS

Hillview Terrace, Moundsville ----- March 23-28 ----------- John Board

Steelton April  6-10----=---=-- Steve Higginbotham
Pennsboro Aprit  6-11------ene- Rick Tincher
Hanoverton April  13-17 --=------- David Kenney
CHESTER April 20-24 ---------- Emmanuel Daugherty

The Best Investment

There is an old saying I used to hear. It is; “a rooster one day and a feather
duster the next.”

This is a Texas way of saying that you shouldn’t “crow like a roost-
er” (boast) about what you have, because it could all disappear tomorrow.

This reminds me of Proverbs 23:5 — “In the blink of an eye wealth disap-
pears, for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle” (NLT).

Wealth and possessions can be fleeting. You work hard and save but then
unexpected expenses occur, and you find yourself broke and trying to figure
out how you're going to pay the water bill.

Jesus taught us about riches that never fail. These are the things we do for
others and God. These are eternal riches (Luke 12:33-34). And we should
understand that our Heavenly Father will provide what we need (Matthew
6:31-33).

So, let us not put our hope in our wealth but put our hope in God who pro-
vides for us (1 Timothy 6:17).

- Larry Fitzgerald, Woodlawn Church of Christ, Abilene, TX (Bulletin Digest) -



