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Who Is At The Controls?
By Rico Brown

Bible examples abound of those who had self on life’s throne. Note the personal
pronouns of a certain rich man in Luke 12:16-21. God called him a “foo}” (Luke
12:20). Another rich man had the “me” philosophy and awoke in hell in complete
torments (Luke 16:23). Self-will took Nebuchadnezzar from his throne (Daniel
4:30-37) and kept Moses from Canaan (Numbers 20:8-12). Felix trembled at the
thought of giving control to Christ (Acts 24:25). The prodigal son is not the only
young man who has let such thinking take him to a far country and into the pigpen
of sin (cf. Luke 15).

The man who says he is in control of his life is mistaken. The devil allows him to
think so, but serving self is sacrificing at Satan’s altar. There are no free men in
sin’s death camp (Romans 6:17, 23). When we were young, our fathers may have
allowed us to ‘drive’ while sitting in their laps. We felt like we were in control, but
when the car veered from the road, our fathers quickly took over. Many are sitting
in Satan’s lap, ‘steering’ their lives to a lake of fire. “Me” is not a safe guide for the
course of life (Proverbs 14:12; Jeremiah 10:23).

Others allow public opinion to make their decisions. How many should make
Saul’s confession? “I have sinned; for I have transgressed the commandments of
the Lord, and thy words: because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.” (1
Samuel 15:24) Adam gave in to Eve and let forbidden fruit get him into a jam
(Genesis 3:16); Abraham feared Abimelech enough to tell “a little white
lie” (Genesis 20:11); and Aaron made a golden calf at the request of public demand
{Exodus 32:21-24). In the New Testament, Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, but he
was too much of a people-pleasing politician to stand by his decision (Matthew 27)
Many rulers believed on Jesus, but would not confess Him, “for they loved the
praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 12:42-43; cf. 5:44). We must
strongly resist the pressure to conform to the world’s mold (Romans 12:1-2), Evil
companions are bad for good morals (1 Corinthians 15:33), so we should stay
away from them as much as possible (1 Thessalonians 5:22). Pitching tents toward
Sodom has left behind the smoking ruins of many families (Genesis 13, 14, 19).
Any who love the opinions of father, mother, wife children, brothers or sisters
more than Christ, cannot be His disciple (Luke 14:26). Men are not a safe guideline
for crossing the chasm that divides earth and eternity (Matthew 7:13-14).

A third choice is to allow Christ to rule over our lives. He stands today knocking
at the door of every heart (Revelation 3:20), but He will never force His way in (cf.
Luke 24:28-29). He has no draft for His army and one who comes to Jesus must
renounce all, take up his cross and follow as closely as he can in the Master’s steps.
The choice may be difficult, but is never regretted (2 Corinthians 7:10). His truth
sets us free (John 8:32); His life is abundant (John 10:10); and His rule is not griev-
ous (1 John 5:3). Joshua gave God his life (Joshua 24:15) and was never disappoint-
ed. Paul gave Christ his heart and never looked back {Acts 9, 2 Timothy 4:6-8; cf.
Luke 9:62).

The truth is we must choose-me, men or the Messiah (Luke 16:13), so who is at
your controls? - House to House, July / August 2017 -
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[ News & Notes

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. only and Wednes-
day, 7:00 p.m. The Covid-19 restrictions apply {masks & distancing).

MEALS FOR THE WAITE FAMILY: Schedule is for Tuesdays, and Thursdays;
(please, no meals prepared with nuts). Sign-up sheet on the desk in the
foyer.

PANTRY: Spaghetti & sauce.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Aaron & Katie Burch and their new-born son who
was born with a severe case of jaundice and is in Akron Children’s Hospital
in ICU. Rich Robinson had a recent kidney transplant in Pittsburgh.

SICK & SHUT-IN: CITY HOSPITAL: Glenn McMahan. AT HOME: Mary John-
son (sister of Lois Hissom), Randy Waite, Shirley Beagle, Randy Beagle,
Charlie & Barb Delong, David McCoy, Jim Hadley, Marlene Evans, Russell
Martin, Emma Rine, Alex Harless, Rick Beck, Josh Morrison, 428 Burnside
Rd., Canonsburg, PA 15317, FOX: Doris Dunham. VALLEY OAKS CARE CEN-
TER: Fred Larrimore (Room 210). CROSSROADS: Sarah Miller, IN TENNES-
SEE: Steve Higginbotham, IN FLORIDA: llene Rayl.

Doing the Will of the Father
Thomas Baxiey
The entirety of Christendom loves the idea of having Christ as Savior and
going to heaven. However, the vast majority of this group has very little use
for what Jesus actually said. These people claim to love God and worship
Him, but in reality, they have made a god in their own image, one who does
things the way they want. This majority that believes it has accepted Jesus as
Savior has actually rejected Him because these people do not do the will of
the Father. It is spelled out in no uncertain terms in Matthew 7:21-23 that to
enter the kingdom of heaven, one must do the will of the Father. This is what
the parable of the wise man (24-27) is all about. If we hear and act upon the
words of Jesus, then we build our houses on the rock; however, if we hear
and do not act upon the words of Jesus, we build houses on sand. There is
no question or ambiguity here; if we wish for Jesus to be Savior, we must
accept Him as Lord and submit ourselves to doing His will
- Gospel Gazette Online -

[ Never be afraid fo trust an unknown future to a known God. }

Peace Throygh Christ

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1
¢ Christ preached peace -

"“And came and preached peace to you ..."” Ephesians 2:17.
4 Christ made peace -

“And having made peace through the blood of his cross ...” Colossians 1:20.
4 Christ gives peace -

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you ...” John 14:27.
¢ Christ is peace -

“For he is our peace...” Ephesians 2:14.
- Jim Martin, Bulletin Digest -



