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THE PURE IN HEART

Jesus taught that a person who truly enjoys life (is “blessed”) is one who is
“pure in heart” (Matthew 5:8). Consider these biblical principles on having
a pure heart:

1. A pure heart results in a pure life.

Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” For instance,
when James warned about the dangers of the tongue (James 3:1-11), he
was highlighting how our speech reveals the thoughts of our hearts.

2. A pure heart comes from a desire to be pure.

The psalmist prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). A pure heart begins with a genuine
desire for purity.

3. A pure heart comes from a deep love for God.

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). This love
leads to a desire to be pleasing to Him, as seen in Psalm 19:14: “Let the
words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.”

4. A pure heart recognizes God’s Word as the standard.

Hebrews 4:12 states, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart.” The Bible reveals whether our motives and desires are pure or wick-
ed. While people judge by outward appearances, God looks at the heart (1
Samuel 16:7). Therefore, we treasure God’s Word in our hearts to avoid
sin against Him (Psalm 119:11).

5. A pure heart is mindful of its influences.

Proverbs 4:23 instructs, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it
spring the issues of life.” What we allow into our hearts—through friends,
family, entertainment, and media—affects our spiritual health. Jesus
taught, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your
whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness!” (Matthew 6:22-23).

6. A pure heart fully trusts in God.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make straight your paths.” Trusting God means seeking, learning,
and obeying His will in every season of life.

- Dale Parsley, Dewey Avenue Church of Christ, St. Marys, WV -

r Whatever purifies fortifies the heart. - Blair ]
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[ News Notes ]

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: MaClay Toomie and Charles “Dewey” Moore.

SYMPATHY: To Latisha Brown & family at the passing of her aunt,
Juanita Belcher. The funeral will be in Alabama this week God bless
and comfort this family.

VBS MEETING: TODAY immediately following the morning worship.
This is for those who want to help with our VBS, June 9-13.

NO COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY. Evening service at 5:30 p.m.

TO SUPPORT ST. CLAIR AVE. GOSPEL MEETING: Our congregation
will go as a group tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. to hear Bro. Phil Sanders.
CARE & SHARE BEARS: Each Tuesday at 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. All ladies

are invited to participate.

CONVERT’S CLASS: Each Thursday at 11:00 a.m, All are welcome.

MEN'’S BREAKFAST: Next Saturday, May 10th. 8:30 a.m. at Columbi-
ana Church of Christ

OUR LADIES DAY: Next Saturday, May 10th. Registration: 9:00 a.m.
Program: 9:45 a.m. Speakers: Katie Burch and Betty Montgomery.
Lunch provided.

PANTRY: Macaroni & cheese

NEW ADDRESS: Jean Haught (SKip's mother), Serra Manor, 100 Serra
Drive, Room 17, Weirton, WV 26062.

SICK: At Home: David & Becky McKitrick, Brian Haught (Skip’s broth-
er), John Sprout, Randy Beagle, Peggy Linger, Scharlotte Jones, Harry
Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara Delong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro
Walker, Fox-Chester: Janice Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere:
Carolyn Carbone, 98 Orange Blossom Lane, Ranson, WV 25438, Her-
man McHan, 7401 Elmwood Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432,

GOSPEL MEETINGS

St. Clair Ave., E. Liverpool --------- May 4~ 7 ----mesmmmmeemeee Phil Sanders
Bridge St., New Martinsville ------- May 4- 7 --eemmmememeeeen Allen Webster
Weirton Heights -------=-----cm---—- May 4- 8 ----mmmmomeeeeee John Board
Carrollton May 9-11-s-mcmmmemme e Dan Jenkins
McKinleyville May 11-15 --==--ememmememme Different Speakers

FRIDAY NIGHT SINGS
Columbiana (details on Bulletin Board) May 16, 6:30 p.m.
Bridge St., New Martinsville (details on Bulletin Board) May 30, 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY LADIES DAY
Blueville, Grafton (details on Bulletin Board) May 17




