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A STATE OF MIND
By: Roger Rush

A woman summoned her waiter and requested that he turn
the air-conditioning down. Minutes later, she summoned the
waiter again, asking that the air-conditioning be turned up. As
her complaints continued, a man seated at the next table said
to the waiter, “She must be driving you crazy, making you turn
the air-conditioning up and down like that.” “Not at all,” the
waiter replied. “We don’t have air-conditioning.”

I have observed a lot of people like that woman. Some of
them keep their thermostats on eighty in the winter and seven-
ty-two in the summer. Still, their houses are too cold in Janu-
ary and too warm in July. It’s all a state of mind.

The Bible conveys a similar message. Solomon wrote of man,
“as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). We are what
we think. The apostle Paul admonished, “Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report: if
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things,” (Phil, 4:8)

Jesus taught that “out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh.” (Mt. 12:34) Words and deeds are the expres-
sions of thoughts. It is no wonder that Solomon wrote: “Keep
they heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of
life.” (Prov. 4:23)

Those concerned with living right will also be concerned with
thinking right. The mind is a battlefield. To win the war we
must keep the battlefield cleared of all those things which
make for defeat. That is why Christians oppose pornography,
filthy and vulgar language, indecent movies and TV programs,
and vulgar and suggestive books and magazines. The battle is
difficult enough without filling the mind with that kind of gar-
bage.

In order to succeed in the struggle we must fill our minds
with God’s Word. The Psalmist exclaimed, “Thy word have I hid
in mine heart that I might not sin against thee.” (Psalm 119:11)
We must do the same)

- Washington Street Church of Christ, St. Aibans, WV -
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“I' have always thought the actions of men the best interpreters of thelr thoughts.”
John Locke (1632 - 1704)
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REQUEST FOR PRAYERS: Stacey Kominar,
PANTRY: Tomato soup.

MAILING ADDRESS: Brett Thompson #A830908, Ohio Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction, Mail Processing Center (OMPC), 884
Coitsville-Hubbard Road, Youngstown OH 44505,

PRAYERS NEEDED:

Linda Parks - Calcutta Health Care.
Debbie Waite -~ c/o Brian Waite, 1477 Harris Rd., Jasper, GA
30143.

OTHERS: HOME: Nancy Cox, Anita Hopwood, Joe Collins, Randy Bea-
gle, Donna Stevens, Peggy Linger, Scharlotte Jones, Harry Huff, Barba-
ra Delong.

Marlene Evans, Mary Johnson - Fox, Chester.

Jean Haught (Skip’s mother) - Serra Manor, Weirton.

Georgia Hackathorn (Georgia had a slight stroke. She was a member
here several yeas ago). Her address: Rambling Oaks Extensive Care,
Room 302-B, 112 Bamett Blvd., Highland Village, TX 75077.

Nancy Hadley, 2995 Clay Pond Drive, Oakland, TN 38060.

Brenda Harris, 102 Cardinal Drive, Rockwell, NC 28138 (Phone: 304-
479-3950).

Sue Baumgardner, 245 Mark Drive, Paducah, KY 42001,

Carolyn Carbone, 98 Orange Blossom Dr., Ranson, WV 25438,

Rob Wilson, 2944 Regina Drive, Macon, GA 31216. Recovery from

serious injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident.

Christy Claypool, 204 Rio Pinar Drive, Warner Robins, GA 31088.

Jackie Brown (Rico’s mother), 4227 Prince Hall Blvd., Orlando, FL
32811.

Herman McHan, 29 Jenny Lane, Columbiana, OH 44408.

BIBLE MEDITATIONS: Monday-Friday 12:30-12:35 p.m.
on WOHI 1490 AM and 103.9 FM.

logt the words of my mouth,
S and the meditation of my heart,
bg acegptable in thy sight,
O leord, my strength,

and my redegmer.
- Psalm 19:14 -
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