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Are You Living Up to Your Name?

Nestled in the little New Testament book of Philemon is a wonderful
jewel of example and instruction.

First, let’s look at a little background. A Christian in Colossae by the
name of Philemon owned a slave that had run away from him. Ending up
in Rome, the slave, Onesimus, had become converted to Christ by the great
apostle Paul (v.10). Paul wrote his friend Philemon encouraging him to
now take Onesimus back.

And now the jewel. Paul writes to Philemon of Onesimus that he “once
was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me” (v.11).
The jewel is leamed when we understand what the name “Onesimus”
means. In the Greek it literally means “profitable” or “useful.” If I may
paraphrase Paul, he was saying, “Onesimus is now living up to his name.”
Onesimus had become a Christian and was now useful to God and to the
church.

Christian, are you living up to your name? The word “Christian” literally
means “belongs to Christ.” In everything that you do, every decision you
make, every word that you speak, and every place that you are seen, are
you living up to that holy name that bears the identity of Christ? Do you
show the dark world the light of Christ in your conduct, character, and
conversation? The reputation we gain calls attention to the name we pro-
fess. Do all know that you belong to Jesus Christ?

“A good name is to be chosen rather than riches” (Pro. 22:1).

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus...” (Col. 3:17).

“Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter” (1 Pet. 4:16).

“Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?” (Jas.
2:7).
- Edd Sterchi, Broadway church of Christ, Campbellsville, KY (Bulletin Digest) -
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[ News Notes ]

BAPTISM: Colton Goodlin, 41 Vine Lane, Chester, WV 26034. Phone:
(304) 650-3005. Colton was baptized Monday, Feb. 10, 2025.

DEATH: Word has been received that Gary Evans passed away yester-
day. Additional details will be given as they become available.

CARE & SHARE BEARS: Each Tuesday at 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. All ladies
are invited to participate. Sewing skills are not necessary as there are
other tasks that need to be done. Come and help if you can.

TRI-STATE GRIEF FELLOWSHIP: Next Saturday, Feb. 22nd, 11:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the St. Clair Ave. Church of Christ in East Liver-
pool.

PANTRY: Canned carrots and lima beans.

PRAYER REQUEST: For Michael Heath who has been deployed to the
north of Afghanistan. He is the son-in-law of Mike & Marcie Martin.

SICK & SHUT-IN: At Home: Elaine McClung, Debie Waite, Ed Wiers-
bicki, John Sprout, Peggy Linger, Randy Beagle, Bob McMahan,
Scharlotte Jones, Dean Spencer, Harry Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara
DeLong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro Walker. Fox-Chester: Janice
Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere: Carolyn Carbone, 98 Orange
Blossom Lane, Ranson, WV 25438. Herman McHan, 7401 Elmwood
Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432,

‘Little’ 1s *Much’ When God Is In It

You've heard this: “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?...” (Matt.
10:29}. And you’ve heard this too: “And there came a certain poor widow,
and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.” (Mk.12:42). But have
you ever tied the two together? In one place the farthing represents some-
thing insignificant, but in the other it represents something of monumental
proportions. How can something so little become something so great?
Add God to the equation, because little is truly much when God is in it!
- Eugene Adkins, Keltonburg Church of Christ, Smithville, TN (Bulletin Digest) -

He who is born of God is certain to resemble his Father. ]

Honest Heart, Open Bible

It takes two things to go to heaven. Those two things are an honest heart,
and an open Bible. The fog of religious confusion and division makes find-
ing true Christianity difficult in our day. We did not want nor cause the
denominational division of our day; we were just born into a world of reli-
gious confusion. In less than a ten-minute walk from where I preach at the
Walnut Street Church of Christ in Greenville, Alabama, you can physical-
ly touch at least six or seven church buildings. At each place, different
things are believed, taught and practiced. The Bible says, “For God is not
the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” (1
Corinthians 14:33). Let us study our Bible carefully with an honest heart,
so that we can know the truth. Everything that we hear religiously cannot
be right; so let’s start saying, “Show me in the Bible.” Study God’s word
daily.

- Charles Box, Walnut Street church of Christ, Greenville, AL {Bulletin Digest) -




