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Trust in the Lord
Charles Pogue
In a powerful Psalm, David expressed the distress we all feel at times and
gives us the encouragement that we need to endure:

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, Neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like
the grass, And wither as the green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do
good; So shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed
(Psa. 37:1-3).

No one who seeks to please God with every fiber of his being can miss
how wicked the world about him is. As Paul described it in his day,
“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). It is hard to
live in a nation where God was once honored by the average person but
has now decayed to the point that evil is exalted, and righteousness de-
based.

David knew in Psalm 37 how much the wicked detested the holy and
that his despite for the just led him to plan evil against him. “The wicked
plotteth against the just, And gnasheth upon him with his teeth” (37:12).
You and I are treated the same way by the wicked today.

The message of David in this Psalm, though, is “do not despair.” God is
on the side of those that love Him. After those frightening words in verse
12, the Psalmist wrote, “The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his
day is coming” (37:13). The wicked would be cut down like the grass; he
would draw out his sword, but it would enter his own heart.

The wicked may seem to have the upper hand at times, but the righteous
will prevail in the end. “The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and
their inheritance shall be forever” (37:18).

David reminds us that God orders the steps of a good man, and though
he might occasionally fall, he will not be cast down because the Lord will
hold him up (37:23-24). On and on, the psalmist goes, rejoicing over the
victory of the righteous and the judgment of his oppressor. He concludes
this powerful Psalm by saying that the transgressors shall be destroyed to-
gether, but the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord (37:38-39).

All around us, it is evil, all the way from despising the public servants in
blue, whose difficult job it is to uphold the law, to the unbelievable wicked-
ness now declaring that a baby is not a human being even after he is born
until he reaches a certain age. It is not easy to deal emotionally with such
situations. Still, we must not let it destroy our faith because, in the end, the
wicked of our day, just like those of David’s day, will be destroyed, and the
righteous of every age will enjoy that eternal inheritance of which David
spoke. Take heart, and trust in the Lord!

- Beacon, Bellview Church of Christ, Pensacola, FL -

L Don’t trust in yourself, but in God. -2 Cor. 1:9 ]
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[ News Notes ]

KEEP IN PRAYERS: Sharon Pugh (Charles’ wife) Her address is: 1601 31st
Street, Vienna, WV 26105,

Jerry Shultz had heart valve replacement surgery at the VA Hospital (ICU) in
Nashville, TN. His address: 3117 Earhart Road, Hermitage, TN 37076

Jimmy Riley (Bob & Mary Helen's son) will have hip replacement surgery
next Thursday, July 17th at Southwoods in Boardman, OH.

Micheal Sabol (Karen Strum’s daughter-in-law’s father). He has throat can-
cer.

CARE AND SHARE BEARS: Resumes this Tuesday, July 15th, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
All ladies invited to participate.

CONVERT'S CLASS: Suspended for Summer break.

BABY SHOWER: For MaClay Toomey, Saturday, July 26th, 11:00 a.m. at our
Fellowship Building. RSVP to Docie, 304-374-4085. MaClay is registered at
www.babylist.com.

LADIES DAY: Saturday, August 2nd, 9 am.-1:00 p.m. Columbiana Church of
Christ. “God’s Mercy” - Lamentations 3:23.

N. CENTRAL OHIO BIBLE LECTURES: Aug. 3-6, Lorain, OH. Details on the Bulle-
tin Board.

PANTRY: Oatmeal (round container).

SICK: At Home: Sharon Williams, Becky McKitrick, Ann Carroll, Brian Haught
(Skip's brother), Randy Beagle, Peggy Linger, Scharlotte Jones, Harry Huff, Nan-
cy Cox, Barbara DeLong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro Walker. Serra Manor,
Weirton: Jean Haught (Skip’s mother). Fox, Chester: Janice Hutchins, Mary
Johnson. Elsewhere: Herman McHan, 7401 Elmwood Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432,

Flickers of Lipht

FROM THE BIBLE
by Bill Lambert

JESUS What do you think? Years ago many Christians displayed little

plaques thatread, “l AM THIRD.” This heralded the message “Jesus is
first, others are second, | am third.” The Bible tells us to put Jesus
above ourselves (Matt.6:33; 8:18-22}. The Bible also tells us not to
think too highly of ourselves; to honor others above ourselves (Rom.
12:3,10). In fact, the Bible says humble servants are the truly great
(Matt.18:1-4; 20:25-26). | think that in our effort to restore N.T. Chris-
tianity, we need to focus on the spirit of humility and service. This
\/_ would compel us to focus more on what the Bible says; be more sub-
missive to God’s teachings; and better meet the needs of those who

need help, nurturing, and the gospel message. What do you think?
-BL
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YOURSELF

- via Magnolia Messenger, Kosciusko, Mississippi -



