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‘Why Do We Doubt?

Doubt is common. We all experience it to one degree or another at one time
or another. Nothing is accomplished by pretending we don’t have questions.
We must be honest with ourselves...each other... with God. We must trust
God to see us through the difficult moments.

Like a loving father, God patiently listens and gives us space to question and
grow (cf. Psalm 6:2-3; 13:1-2). God loves us, so He listens to us and offers us a
safe place to which we can return (cf, Luke 15:20).

Yet, we cannot remain in doubt and let it develop to the point that we walk
away from the Lord (James 1:5-8). Doubt is powerful and if left unchecked can
lead us to places we do not want to go.

We need to answer the question that Jesus asked Peter in Matthew 14:31:
“Why did you doubt?”

One cause of doubt is guilt. A major roadblock to thriving, powerful faith is
the inability to see past our sin. We struggle to believe we could be forgiven for
the times that we strayed from the Lord. We compare God’s power and beauty
with our own weakness and ugliness and we doubt we could be loved in such a
way as described in Scripture. We carry guilt that threatens to crush us.

However, if we have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, our sins have
been removed! If God says our sins have been forgiven, then our sins have been
forgiven! We must trust Him. “In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace.” (Ephesians 1:7)

Another cause of doubt is suffering. Few things cause us to question God’s
love and God’s plan for us like suffering does. We should be familiar with the
story of the father and his sick son from Mark 9. This father had suffered for
years as he watched his son be tormented by an evil spirit. Evidently (and un-
derstandably), he had reached a breaking point of sorts. He was desperate. He
is the one who cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

Additionally, there are times when we have questions. Our intellectual and
emotional questions can lead to doubts thus requiring well-reasoned responses
and credible evidence. Often, we just don’t have the proper expectations of
God...we doubt because we have the wrong idea about who He is and what
His plan really is.

We must keep seeking (Matt. 7:7-8; Heb. 11:6). Don’t give up! He is there!
Hold on and press on. We must trust the evidence (Matt. 11:4-6). The proof is
clear. There is no excuse for denying God’s existence (Rom. 1:20). The Bible is
the Word of God. Whatever the Bible teaches, we know it is true!

Finally, we must always look for the good. Something righteous, helpful,
positive, restorative, informative, strengthening, or revitalizing is there to be
experienced. Our struggle may well lead to strength.

- Bart Warren, South Green Street Church of Christ, Glasgow, KY —
via The Proclaimer, Rockwood Church of Christ, Rockwood, TN
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[ News Nates ]

BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS: Thanks to Chris Wiersbicki, take notice of
the lovely flower arrangements at the front and carport area of our
building. Chris voluntarily planted and cares for this display that en-
hances our place on Virginia Avenue. Express your thanks and appreci-
ation to Chris for his efforts.

TODAY’S SPEAKERS: Gerald Clutter (a.m.); Noah Toomey (p.m.)

CARE AND SHARE BEARS: Each Tuesday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. All la-
dies invited to participate.

CONVERT’S CLASS: Suspended for Summer break.

BABY SHOWER: For MaClay Toomey, next Saturday, July 26th,
11:00 a.m. at our Fellowship Building. MaClay is registered at
www.babylist.com.

LADIES DAY: Saturday, August 2nd, 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Columbiana
Church of Christ. “God’s Mercy” - Lamentations 3:23.

N. CENTRAL OHIO BIBLE LECTURES: Aug. 3-6, Lorain, OH. De-
tails on the Bulletin Board.

PANTRY: Tuna and noodies.

SICK: At Home: Sharon Pugh: 1601 31st Street, Vienna, WV 26105.
Jerry Shultz: 3117 Earhart Road, Hermitage, TN 37076. Jimmy Riley,
Sharon Williams, Ann Carroll, Brian Haught (Skip’s brother), Peggy
Linger, Scharlotte Jones, Harry Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara DeLong,
Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro Walker. Micheal Sabol (Karen Strum’s
daughter-in-law’s father). Serra Manor, Weirton: Jean Haught (Skip’s
mother). Fox, Chester: Janice Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere:
Herman McHan, 7401 Elmwood Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432,

[ Ask, seek, find! ]

About Praying

® | believe in praying for the sick, but when we pray, they do not all get
well.
® | believe in praying for the sinners, and they are not all saved.
® | believe in praying for our rulers, and some of them do not suit us.
® | believe in praying for our enemies, yet we have them.
® | believe in praying for them that persecute us and say all manner of evil
against us. Still, they doit.
We are bound to conclude that we are imperfect beings, and we cannot
have all things as we would like.
The thing for us to do is to become more and more submissive to God’s
will, then we can say, “Father, ... not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke

22:42). - Author Unknown
via Beacon, Bellview Church of Christ, Pensacola, FL



