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Eternal Promises
Gary C. Hampton
Some promises are pleasurable, yet briefly enjoyed. The child’s promised
ice cream cone is quickly eaten, or it melts. God’s promises are more en-
during, even eternal.

God is a righteous Judge.

Paul warned those judging others that they would not escape God’s judg-
ment (Romans 2:3). Some think He has forgotten the promised return of
Jesus, but He waits to give many more time to repent (2 Peter 3:9). He act-
ed similarly in Noah's day (1 Peter 3:20). Those ignoring their opportunity
have a shock coming because the Almighty “will render to each one ac-
cording to his deeds... For there is no partiality with God” (Romans 2:5-6,
11 NK]JV). A day is coming “when God will judge the secrets of men by Je-
sus Christ, according to my gospel” (Romans 2:16). All will then receive an
eternal promise.

The wicked have a promise of eternal tribulation.

Paul and John the Baptist warned of the wrath awaiting some (Romans 2:8
-9; John 3:36). The words “does not believe” could literally be translated
“disobey, be disobedient, refuse to believe.” Both the NASB and ESV speak
of those who do not obey. Jesus described eternal tribulation. “And cast
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30).

The righteous have a promise of eternal life.

Paul described this promise to the saints at Rome (Romans 2:7). The word
“continuance” carries the idea of remaining under. A competition weight-
lifter has to hold the weight above his head until he receives the signal, at
which time he can drop it. We must hold on to doing good until the time of
the reward arrives (Hebrews 3:14).

Jesus said we should keep on...

Jesus said we should keep on asking if we want it to be given to us, keep on
seeking if we want to find and keep on knocking if we want it to be opened
to us (Matthew 7:7). Persistence or patience is possible when we think like
Paul (Romans 8:18). Peter agreed, declaring that his readers might suffer
trials so “that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7).

Conclusion

Judgment is coming, along with an eternal reward for each. What reward
awaits your actions? - Gospel Gazette online

L God always keeps His promises! ]
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[ News Notes ]

COVERED DISH DINNER: TODAY about noon at the Fellowship Build-
ing followed by our early afternoon service at 2:00 p.m. at the Church
Building.

KEEP IN PRAYERS: Sharon Pugh (Charles’ wife) will have surgery tomor-
row, July 7th. Her address is: 1601 31st Street, Vienna, WV 26105.

Jerry Shultz will have pre-op procedures tomorrow, July 7th and then
surgery Tuesday, July 8th in Nashville, TN.

Micheal Sabol (Karen Strum’s daughter-in-law’s father). He has throat
cancer.

Tomorrow through Saturday (July7-12)
Tomlinson Run State Park
Wednesday Bible Study (Camp) 7:00 p.m.
or St. Clair Ave. Church of Christ 6:30 p.m.

CARE AND SHARE BEARS: Canceled this week due to Bible Camp activ-
ities. Resumes next week, Tuesday, July 15th, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

CONVERT’S CLASS: Suspended for Summer break.

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Next Saturday, July 12th, 8:30 a.m. at the Columbi-
ana Church of Christ.

BABY SHOWER: For MaClay Toomey, Saturday, July 26th, 11:00 a.m. at
our Fellowship Building. RSVP by July 12th to Docie, 304-374-4085 or
Lindsay, 304-374-4423. MaClay is registered at www.babylist.com.

PANTRY: Baked beans.

SICK: The Orchards Rehab Center: Sharon Williams (broken ribs & pelvis),
701 Armstrong Lane, Room 9, East Liverpool, OH 43920. At Home:
Becky McKitrick, Ann Carroll (broken wrist), Matt Malcomson, Brian
Haught (Skip’s brother), Randy Beagle, Peggy Linger, Scharlotte Jones,
Harry Huff, Nancy Cox, Barbara DeLong, Marlene Evans, Cheryl Renfro
Walker. Serra Manor, Weirton: Jean Haught (Skip’s mother). Fox, Ches-
ter: Janice Hutchins, Mary Johnson. Elsewhere: Carolyn Carbone, 98 Oz-
ange Blossom Lane, Ranson, WV 25438. Herman McHan, 7401 Elmwood
Dr., Lisbon, OH 44432,

Preseniption for the Blues

One day when | was worried and feeling very blue,
| read a small prescription that | will share with you. l"—

It said, “When you’re discouraged, don’t sit and fret and frown, =
Just get a piece of paper and write your blessings down.”

. ﬂl——' i
I thought there was nothing for me to write about, . s ‘
But long before | finished . .. My pen ran out.

- Author Unknown -



